1A WAITING  FURTHER INSTRUCTIONS.'           Ill

'Lord Halifax presents his compliments to the Chevalier
D'Eon; and has the honour to inform him that, in consequence
of unforeseen pressure of business, it will be more convenient to
the King to grant an audience to M. D'Eon to-morrow, Wednes-
day, than on Friday next/

< St. James', October 25, 1763.'

i This note is a sufficiently genuine proof/ wrote DTEon a
few months later, c that my presence at this Court was a terrible
burden on the shoulders of M. de Guerchy. We are in the
month of February, 1764, and I have not yet had my audience
for taking leave. . . . Judging by appearances, M. de Guerchy
will show the example. . . . The English minister wrote to me
on October 25, and on the 24th I had received from the Duke
de Choiseul a letter of the 18th of the same month, that is to
say, fourteen days later than the date of the pretended letter of
recall, in which I received fresh assurances of the satisfaction, at
Court, with the manner in which I performed my duties, and
requiring me to continue my correspondence. On that same
day, the 24th, I received another letter, dated October 15, that
is to say, eleven days after the doubtful letter of recall, in which
the Controller-General entrusted me, in the King's name, with
fresh work. . . . Lord Halifax's note might have influenced me
to comply with Guerchy's wishes, had I not believed it to be my
duty to remain inflexible to his entreaties,7 *

D'Eon declined the Secretary of State's invitation
to take leave of the King on the 26th, but he attended
his Majesty's lev^e on that day, and a dinner party in
the evening at Lord Halifax's, where the company in-
cluded Mr. Grenville, the Prime Minister, Lord Sand-
wich, and others, and several foreign representatives.
Scarcely had he entered the room at Lord Halifax's,
than de Guerchy, advancing rapidly towards him,
asked why he had not taken leave of the King at the
appointed audience. The Chevalier made his usual
laconic reply: c Because I am awaiting further instruc-

1 Lett. M&n.f &c. xxxiii.   MS, notes,word; this last appeal
